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13th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It has been a busy week of learning for everyone. You should be very proud of your children. Here are 
some of the highlights: 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 3 had a very special visit from Father Petroc and he led them through the sacrament of Baptism.  
 
Reception class have been busy exploring Autumn.  Isn’t their artwork 
fantastic? 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Remembrance Day  
We observed the two minute silence at school on Wednesday.          
The children’s poppies are a sign of this remembrance. Thank you           
to Rosemary Sullivan who has worked with Miss Hill to lead the            
children in this project.  
 

 

 
Children in Need 
Thank you for your support of the Children in Need appeal today. It was a sea of spots,                  
stripes and pyjamas this morning! Thank you to Mrs Mullett for organising the day. We look                
forward to sharing photos and the grand total with you all next week.  
 

 
 

 

 
For the fallen  
God of peace, 

We remember those who will not grow old, 
As we that are left grow old, the young men who were called up 

To serve their country and did not come home. 
We remember those who came home bearing the scars of war, 

Physical and psychological, for those today 
Who need support to re-discover peace of mind and purpose. 

We pray today, with all our hearts, for peace, 
Pray that peace takes root 

In the tender soil 
Of our hearts. 

Amen. 



 
 
Home learning 
You will have noticed that we have moved all home learning to            
Google Classroom. One of the reasons that we have made this           
change is to guarantee that all children’s work will be seen by            
their teacher in the event of any future school closure.          
Although we set plenty of work in the last lockdown, it was            
much more challenging for teachers to provide feedback in a          
timely manner.  
We will work with you in the coming weeks to ensure that you             
are supported to access this for your child and to provide you with all the information you require. Class                   
teachers are ready to help.  
 
Lockdown 
Thank you for your support of our additional lockdown measures. It is much appreciated during this                
difficult time. A reminder of the key points: 
 
Drop off and pick up times 
It is even more important that everyone arrives at the agreed time. Some of you are arriving early and                   
waiting by the gate and we must ask you not to do so. This is restricting movement at our site entrances                     
and is increasing risk. The staggered arrival is a critical part of our risk assessment and we must hold you to                     
account for keeping to the set times. Please note the times carefully: 
 

 
Additional measures during lockdown  

● All parents/carers are required to wear a face covering on the school site  
● The school reception office will be closed during lockdown. All parents and carers are asked to                

contact the office by email or telephone. Special arrangements will be in place in the event of                 
children needing collection. 

● All children must wear a jumper or cardigan to school. It is necessary for classroom windows to be                  
kept open to adequately ventilate the classroom environment. We do not want the children to               
become cold so it is vital that they wear their school jumper or cardigan and always bring a coat.  

 

Group  Start time Finish time 

Year 4,5,6  8.45 am (plus any siblings in years R-3) 3.05pm (plus siblings) 

Year 3,2,1  8.55 am (plus any siblings in R) 3.15pm 

Reception  9.00 am 3.00pm (plus siblings) 



 
● Staff are now required to wear a clear face visor when teaching the children. This will offer some                  

protection whilst not affecting their communication with the children.  
 
Information for parents/carers from the Department for Education - link below 
We have updated our guidance for parents and carers on what they need to know about early years                  
providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
 
Today we had our first positive case confirmed. Fortunately, the child had not been in school for 48 hours                   
before becoming unwell or since and so there is no need to close any of our bubbles. A huge thanks to all                      
the families and staff who supported us today. 
 
Thank you for your support at this difficult time. It is reassuring for our staff team to know that we are so                      
well supported by parents and carers. God bless you all. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Dawn Potterton 
Headteacher 
head@stpaulsplymouth.com 
 
‘Let all that you do be done in love.’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
COVID 19 symptoms and tests 
Thank you for your continued support at what is proving to be a challenging time for many of our                   
families.  
 
It is vital that your child does not come to school if they or someone in the family is symptomatic. They                     
might appear perfectly well but that does not mean that they are not carrying COVID 19. Isolate for 10                   
days (if symptomatic) and 14 days for all other family members. Inform us by phone or email and seek a                    
test urgently. Please see full information in the box below: 
 

Please remember that no adult or child must enter the school site if displaying any of the following                  
symptoms: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=12%20November%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
mailto:head@stpaulsplymouth.com


 

 

Mobile test centres in Devon 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back  

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Children who develop any one of these symptoms must be kept at home for 10 days and tested for                   
COVID 19 as soon as possible. Family members must self isolate for 14 days. Please inform the school                  
office immediately and advise us as to the result of the COVID test… It is vital that only symptomatic                   
children should be tested.  
Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 
you're worried about your symptoms , you're not sure what to do 
Call 111 if you cannot get help online.  
Do not go to places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. 
 
Babies and children 
Call 111 if you're worried about a baby or child under 5. 
 
If your child seems very unwell, is getting worse or you think there's something seriously wrong, call                 
999. 
 
Do not delay getting help if you're worried. Trust your instincts. 
 
Get more advice about coronavirus in children. 
 
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name 

Location Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Barnstaple Open Open Open Closed Open Open Open 

Tiverton Open Open Closed Open Open Open Open 

https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name


 

 

 

 
There is also a drive through testing centre in Plymouth next to The Range, William Prance Road,                 
Plymouth, PL6 5ZD but you must book a test online at www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

The government have said that schools should work with their suppliers to prepare meals or food parcels 

for pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals and who are not in attendance for 

reasons related to COVID19 including: -  

• are self-isolating  

• have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves  

• are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19)  

• are not attending as a result of local lockdown arrangements  

Torquay Closed Open Open Open Open Open Open 

Launceston* Open Open Open Open Open Open Closed 

http://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

