
St Paul’s RC Primary School 
Quick guide to the Behaviour Policy 

 
The ‘Traffic Light System’  

 
The style of system may vary in appearance in each classroom. However the rules 
and the concept of each one is consistent.   
The reference point for the ‘Traffic Light System’ is as follows in every classroom: 
 

Traffic Light Zones- Easy reference for ALL  
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 

The child is escorted to 
the Phase Leader/ Deputy 
Head /Head to spend the 

rest of the morning 
afternoon in isolation. 
They must bring work 

with them. 

Going to Gold: If a child 
behaves beyond the usual 
classroom expectations, 
they are moved onto the 
GOLD Zone. This merits a 
raffle ticket which will be 
placed into a box in class. 
At the end of the week 2 
tickets shall be chosen 
and sent to Head teacher’s 

office to collect a prize.   

All children 
start the day in 
the Green 
Zone. New day 

= Fresh Start 

Children are moved to the 
Amber zone if they do not 
follow the Code of Conduct 
having been given a verbal 
warning. 
This behaviour could 
include:  

 Mild disruption, 

 Persistent calling out, 

 Rudeness to an adult or 
child. 

Additional reasons for a red 
card:  
 

 Refusing to follow a 
direct instruction from a 
member of staff. 

 Leaving a classroom or 
dining hall without 
permission as a result 
of a dispute. 

 Heard swearing by a 
member of staff. 

RED CARDS are for no other 
reasons. 

Children are moved to the 
Red Zone if they continue 
to not follow the code of 
conduct having been given 
verbal warnings.  
Note: children can be 
moved to Red instantly if 
they physically harm 
another child 
intentionally e.g. 
Pushing, punching, 
kicking, spitting, biting, 

slapping etc. 

Detention: 15 minutes of 
lunchtime missed.  

Child to spend time in 
classroom. Phase leader 

to be informed. 



Children can be given rewards for lots of different behaviours for example: holding open 
doors, being kind to other children and adults, using good manners, helping putting 
equipment away etc.  

For these types of behaviours children can be given house points (but no more than 2 at a 
time) or for younger children given a sticker. If they complete an excellent piece of work or 
show an outstanding behaviour e.g. helping another child in the class who is struggling 

without prompt, the class teacher can move to the child to the zone. 

All children start each day on the  Zone. If a child misbehaves by breaking the 

‘School Code of Conduct’ they are given a verbal warning. If they continue to break the 

‘School Code of Conduct’ their name card or photograph is moved to the zone. At 

this stage it should be clear to the class they have broken the rules and have let themselves 
down.  

If they continue to misbehave, the child is given another warning, reminding them that they 
are in the Amber zone. For example behaviours that warrant moving to Amber are: talking 
out of turn/arguing back, mild disruption of the lesson or other children’s learning. If they 

continue to misbehave their name card or photograph is moved to the zone.  

 
 

Zone 
 
The Red zone should be a rare occurrence because there are adequate warnings so that a 
child can modify his or her behaviour. Once in the Red Zone the child is required to serve a 
DETENTION. This will mean that they will miss 15 minutes of their lunchtime.  
If they are moved to the Red Zone after lunch time, their Detention will be served the next 
day. N.B. if a Detention is carried over to the next day that child will still begin that day in 

GREEN. 

If a child in the Red Zone continues to break the Code of Conduct they are issued with a 

RED CARD. 

   

RED CARD 

 

Being issued with a RED CARD means the child is required to take this RED CARD        to 
the Phase leader accompanied with work and they will spend the rest of the 
morning/afternoon in isolation. At lunch time, if a child refuses to follow a direct instruction by 
an MTA in the dining hall, playground or field and the MTA gives a RED CARD on the field 
then the child must stand by the wall for the remainder of the lunchtime. If the child is given 
the RED CARD on the playground then they will stand by the wall for the remainder of the 
lunchtime. If the child is given a RED CARD in the dining hall they are to be moved to a table 
on their own to eat and they will spend the rest of the lunch time standing on the wall. 
 
It is important to recognise that these instant sanctions are in place for the safety of all 
children, at all times. They are also in place to reduce the impact of children’s behaviour on 
other children’s learning. 


