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4th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
The children have worked very hard this week. We start this week by hearing from year 6. 
 
Learning at St Paul’s 
Year 6 have recapped how to stay safe online this week. We specifically reminded ourselves about what we                  
need to think about before sharing photos on any social media platform. The children created their own                 
rules.  
A few keys rule that the children would like to remind anyone about posting photos online are:  

1. Make sure that you have permission from the person/people in the photo before you post  
2. Make sure that the image is an appropriate image for online  
3. Make sure that you or the people in the photo are not wearing school uniform  
4. Make sure that the photo doesn’t reveal any personal information about the person/people in the                

photo 
5. Remember once a photo is posted online, the person posting the photo has given over ownership                

of the photo.  
 

 
 

 



 
School Mission Art Competition  
A huge thank you to those children who entered the competition. It was lovely to see the children’s ideas                   
and artwork. What an amazing range of images that you created! A huge well done to Indy, Mia, Evie,                   
Lincoln, Tiani and Megan whose artwork has been chosen to be used on our website with our mission                  
statement.  

 
 
New Pupil Code of Conduct  
We will be trialling a new Pupil Code Of Conduct next week. It is based on attachment theory and takes a                     
trauma informed approach to managing pupils’ behaviour and understanding the reasons behind it. All              
behaviour will be tracked using a behaviour triangle (see at end of newsletter) that has clear steps for                  
consequences and escalating sanctions. There is a clear pathway for all school staff to follow which will                 
ensure a clear and consistent approach across the school.  
 
We will also reward children who consistently show Positive Learning Behaviour with the “Good to be                
Green” dojo points, stickers and certificates and at the end of the week, they will have “Green Time.”                  
Children that have been on the behaviour triangle or moved to Amber will miss increments or the whole                  
time.  
 
DELT Shared Services Schools Challenge  
This year we will be taking part in the Schools          
Challenge. Unfortunately it will not be possible to run         
the final mile on the Hoe, so we will be running it in             
school. Details of the running club will be sent out in           
the New Year. There is an £8 registration fee that can           
be paid directly to the organisation. You will receive a          
medal and water bottle. To register visit       
runplymouth.co.uk 
Closing date for all entries is February 7th.  

 



 
 
Hand sanitiser 
We have become aware that some children are bringing their own hand sanitiser to school. Please note,                 
this can only happen with the authorisation of a senior leader. Please email Mrs Potterton directly on                 
head@stpaulsplymouth.com explaining the reasons why your child might require a different hand            
sanitiser. If you have already communicated these reasons to the class teacher we will have this                
information and you do not need to contact again. Please be assured that we have hand sanitiser in pace in                    
every class and at all transition points. 
 
Parking on the lane and dangerous driving 
Sadly, we have had a very serious incident this week where a child was almost hit by a car due to someone                      
pulling out very suddenly on the lane. The family had been forced to walk in the road because parked cars                    
were blocking the pavement. We are very fortunate that no one was killed or seriously injured. We have                  
also dealt with other incidents of dangerous driving on our lane and inconsiderate parking. We have asked                 
politely, we have reminded, and we have reported. We would now ask all parents to support us by                  
reporting number plates, in complete confidence, to Mrs Potterton directly head@stpaulsplymouth.com           
so that we can report to the police. You are also at liberty to report directly yourself. Everyone deserves to                    
walk to school in safety. We cannot bear the thought of a possible fatality one day.  
 
Reminder: Christmas Cards Monday 7th - Friday 11th December 
Children are welcome to bring Christmas cards into school for their peers, however they should only be                 
brought into school next week. Your child will then post their cards into their class post box where they                   
will be left in quarantine before being distributed the following week. NO cards should be handed directly                 
to any child or adult. It is therefore vital that all cards are clearly labelled with the recipient's name and                    
year group. 
 
Reminder: Christmas dinner day/Christmas jumper day next week 
Christmas dinner day will be celebrated on Thursday 10th December. It will be a              
different experience this year because the children will be eating in their class             
bubbles. We would still like to capture the joy of this event, despite the restrictions               
we are all living with. 
The children are invited to wear something Christmas themed to school that day.             
Each year, many of the children choose to wear a Christmas jumper but we are very                
mindful that this might cause some difficulty this year with shops being closed so              
please do not feel that you have to provide this for your child. We would just like to                  
invite the children to wear something festive for our special Christmas dinner day.  
Christmas gifts for staff. 
We have had many parents asking us about children bringing in Christmas gifts for our staff. We have had                   
to limit the amount of items coming into the school for our children during this pandemic so unfortunately                  
we can not change the rules for gifts to be given to our staff at this time. Therefore if you would still like to                        
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send something in we would be extremely grateful if you donate towards food hampers for some                
vulnerable families within our community. 
 
 

 

 

 This weekend’s Gospel theme: 
Second Sunday of Advent: Prepare the Way of the Lord 

 

God of truth, help us to prepare for the coming of your Son and to 
share the message of your love with others.  

Amen. 



 
 

 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. Stay safe. 
 
Kind regards 
Dawn Potterton 
Headteacher 
head@stpaulsplymouth.com 
 
‘Let all that you do be done in love.’ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
COVID 19 symptoms and tests 
Thank you for your continued support at what is proving to be a challenging time for many of our                   
families.  
 
It is vital that your child does not come to school if they or someone in the family is symptomatic. They                     
might appear perfectly well but that does not mean that they are not carrying COVID 19. Isolate for 10                   
days (if symptomatic) and 14 days for all other family members. Inform us by phone or email and seek a                    
test urgently. Please see full information in the box below: 
 

Please remember that no adult or child must enter the school site if displaying any of the following                  
symptoms: 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back  

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Children who develop any one of these symptoms must be kept at home for 10 days and tested for                   
COVID 19 as soon as possible. Family members must self isolate for 14 days. Please inform the school                  

mailto:head@stpaulsplymouth.com


 

 

Mobile test centres in Devon 

 
There is also a drive through testing centre in Plymouth next to The Range, William Prance Road,                 
Plymouth, PL6 5ZD but you must book a test online at www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

The government have said that schools should work with their suppliers to prepare meals or food parcels 

office immediately and advise us as to the result of the COVID test… It is vital that only symptomatic                   
children should be tested.  
Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 
you're worried about your symptoms , you're not sure what to do 
Call 111 if you cannot get help online.  
Do not go to places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. 
 
Babies and children 
Call 111 if you're worried about a baby or child under 5. 
 
If your child seems very unwell, is getting worse or you think there's something seriously wrong, call                 
999. 
 
Do not delay getting help if you're worried. Trust your instincts. 
 
Get more advice about coronavirus in children. 
 
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name 

Location Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Barnstaple Open Open Open Closed Open Open Open 

Tiverton Open Open Closed Open Open Open Open 

Torquay Closed Open Open Open Open Open Open 

Launceston* Open Open Open Open Open Open Closed 
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for pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals and who are not in attendance for 

reasons related to COVID19 including: -  

• are self-isolating  

• have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves  

• are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19)  

• are not attending as a result of local lockdown arrangements  


