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23rd October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We finish a busy and rewarding term today - there is much to reflect on               
and plenty for the children to be proud of. It has been a pleasure to see                
the difference our new writing programme has made since September.          
When I visit classes, I am consistently greeted by children who want to             
write and are proud to share their writing with their teachers and me. Mrs              
Griffiths, our English lead, was proud to report this impact back to our             
CAST Education Standards Manager this week.  
 
Mrs Barnes has been ensuring that everyone works hard to improve their            
number fact and times table knowledge. We know that this is the key to              
becoming a confident mathematician and we are grateful to you for           
supporting your children with this at home.  
 
I have also been delighted to see       
high quality history, art and music      
work happening across the school     
this term. We will continue to      
offer your children a rich     

 



 
curriculum as we move through the year.  
Remote learning Senior leaders have been working with teachers to prepare for any future lockdown. We                
can confirm that, if there is an instruction to close, we are ready to shift immediately into remote learning.                   
We will be sharing our remote learning policy and plan with you immediately after half term so that you                   
are fully informed. We must stress that we remain fully open currently and there are no plans for this to                    
change. We are simply making sure that we are ready for any future lockdown, as the Department for                  
Education is expecting us to do.  
 
School Mission Statement We are delighted to confirm our new school mission statement. We are grateful                
to everyone who has contributed to creating this, children and adults alike. It sums up why we do what we                    
do here at St Paul’s and will guide us as we continue to learn and work together in the coming years.  
 
The word which was used most often when we asked children and adults to describe what St Paul’s meant                   
to them was ‘family’. We are proud of this - our school is a place where we want all to feel welcomed, all to                        
belong and all to be loved for the people God created them to be. Thank you for supporting us to fulfil our                      
mission. 
 

St Paul’s Catholic Primary School’s Mission Statement  
 

From the youngest to the oldest, we are enabled to flourish in God's love, 
grow in faith and, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, work to fulfil our God 

given potential. 
 

Our school family works together to support and challenge one another; 
each individual is valued and encouraged to appreciate their own unique 

worth and supported to achieve academic success. 
 

St Paul’s reminds us: 

‘Let all that you do be done in love.’ 

 
School Mission Art Competition We would love the children to create a series of hand drawn images to go                   
with our mission statement. It would be great if you could support them to pick out phrases that they                   
could then represent with an image. For example: ‘Our school family’ may be an image of people holding                  
hands in a circle.  
 
Each child will bring home a competition entry sheet where they will be required to draw their images and                   
bring back to school by the 6th November. Their entries must be given to their class teacher. 
 
There will be a 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize for both Reception/KS1 and KS2.  
 

 



 
School shield We are delighted to launch our new school shield today. We were keen to bring the school                   
colours firmly back, reflecting the original school shield still on display in the school hall. The shield will be                   
used on school documentation and we have plans to incorporate it into our school uniform from                
September 2021.  

 
All Saints and All Souls An update from Fr Petroc, our Parish Priest:             
these two great days celebrating the Communion of the Saints are           
coming up on November 1st and 2nd. They remind us of the            
continuing links between those now living on earth and those who           
have died, that they watch over us and pray for us and that we pray               
for them. The month of November is traditionally known as the           
month of holy souls when we remember and offer mass for those            
who have died. Next week and the week after there will be            
envelopes at the back of each church for you to fill in. One will be               
to have one mass said during the month of November for the            
person(s) named on the envelope. The other will be to have the            
person(s) named on the envelope remembered alongside all the         
others so named at every mass in November. A donation can be            
placed in both envelopes if you wish.  

You are warmly invited to join us for Mass at St Paul’s Church each Saturday at 5.30pm and to place a                     
request if you so wish. 
 
October half term School closes at 3.15pm today for the half term holiday. We hope you enjoy a restful                   
week next week. The half term holiday is Monday 26th October until Friday 30th October. There is a                  
non-pupil day on Monday 2nd November and the children are due back to school on Tuesday 3rd                 
November.  
 
Have a lovely week. We will look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Tuesday 3rd November.                   
Stay safe and well. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Dawn Potterton 
Headteacher 
head@stpaulsplymouth.com 
 
‘Let all that you do be done in love.’ 
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St Paul’’s Catholic Primary School  
Our school prayer  

 
Lord, as a school family called to serve,  

 
Help us to spread your love and forgiveness  

through our actions and our words.  
 

Teach us how to respect one another and to show  
compassion to all we meet.  

 
When we make mistakes give us the strength to ask  

for forgiveness and to forgive others.  
 

Help us to protect our common home and be  
responsible for the world around us.  

 
Guide us and protect us in our lives as we grow and  
give us the opportunity to share our love and help 

all those around us.  
Amen  

  
Written by St Paul’s Catholic Primary School Pupil Chaplains  

2020  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVID 19 symptoms and tests 
Thank you for your continued support at what is proving to be a challenging time for many of our                   
families.  

 



 

 
It is vital that your child does not come to school if they or someone in the family is symptomatic. They                     
might appear perfectly well but that does not mean that they are not carrying COVID 19. Isolate for 10                   
days (if symptomatic) and 14 days for all other family members. Inform us by phone or email and seek a                    
test urgently. Please see full information in the box below: 
 

Please remember that no adult or child must enter the school site if displaying any of the following                  
symptoms: 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back  

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or 

taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Children who develop any one of these symptoms must be kept at home for 10 days and tested for                   
COVID 19 as soon as possible. Family members must self isolate for 14 days. Please inform the school                  
office immediately and advise us as to the result of the COVID test… It is vital that only symptomatic                   
children should be tested.  
Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 
you're worried about your symptoms , you're not sure what to do 
Call 111 if you cannot get help online.  
Do not go to places like a GP surgery, hospital or pharmacy. 
 
Babies and children 
Call 111 if you're worried about a baby or child under 5. 
 
If your child seems very unwell, is getting worse or you think there's something seriously wrong, call                 
999. 
 
Do not delay getting help if you're worried. Trust your instincts. 
 
Get more advice about coronavirus in children. 
 
https://self-referral.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/antigen/name 
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Mobile test centres in Devon 

Location Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Barnstaple Open Open Open Closed Open Open Open 

Tiverton Open Open Closed Open Open Open Open 

Torquay Closed Open Open Open Open Open Open 

Launceston* Open Open Open Open Open Open Closed 

 
There is also a drive through testing centre in Plymouth next to The Range, William Prance Road,                 
Plymouth, PL6 5ZD but you must book a test online at www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

The government have said that schools should work with their suppliers to prepare meals or food parcels 

for pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals and who are not in attendance for 

reasons related to COVID19 including: -  

• are self-isolating  

• have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves  

• are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19)  

• are not attending as a result of local lockdown arrangements  
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