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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
To maintain St Paul's Roman Catholic Primary School as a happy place where all can grow and develop spiritually, 
intellectually, emotionally, socially and  physically. 
 
 
To provide a quality learning environment for our children and, through this, to help them grow into a deeper knowledge 
of Almighty God and His Creation.  
 
 
To recognise and celebrate the dignity of the individual and to respond to their specific needs so that all will perceive 
themselves as an important part of the school, and wider community. 
 
 
To have responsibility for working closely with, and in service to, Families, Parish and the wider community of Church in 
teaching, encouraging and maintaining Roman Catholic beliefs and values. 
 
 
 To acknowledge the diversity of culture and backgrounds within the school community and beyond so that all are united 
through a sense of justice and a love of peace.   
 
 
 To ensure that gospel values permeate the way that the school community relates to each other through word, deed 
and example thereby demonstrating the care and forgiveness of a truly Christian community.  
 
 
Through prayer and the celebration of Mass and non-eucharistic liturgies, we will involve the whole school family in the 
life of the school and give witness to the wider community. 
 
                                                                                       …..and the greatest of these is Love 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Rationale 

 

St Paul’s School is a Roman Catholic School, and as such we recognise our membership of the Catholic 

(in the true sense of its meaning, worldwide) Church.  Our mission statement challenges us to promote 

a love of peace, and so we are obliged to break down barriers to community cohesion, equality, and 

international understanding in whatever ways we can.  Therefore we aim to bring the rest of the world 

into our classrooms in order to; 

 

Aims 

 

 promote tolerance, equality, conflict resolution and peace  

 celebrate the diversity of race, culture, and language in our school and local community 

 develop a curiosity about other languages and cultures 

 raise awareness of justice and development issues within our local and worldwide community 

 encourage care and action for our environment 



 engender a sense of our global interdependence 

 

We will bring the world into our classrooms as we 

 

 become a more cohesive community and work effectively together to understand each other 

and the world in which we live. 

 further develop links with schools in Europe and create links further afield 

 welcome visitors to our school from abroad and our local diverse community – parents, 

teachers and students 

 share religious and cultural festivals and traditions with our local community and our partner 

schools 

 raise motivation and interest through providing the opportunity for first hand experience of life 

in another country 

 promote communication by writing letters, emails and using other ICT opportunities to friends 

around the world 

 provide teachers with opportunities to compare different teaching and learning methods 

 raise understanding of local and contrasting environments and what is happening in the world 

 promote the lifelong learning of languages by offering a range of highly skilled foreign 

language teaching to all learners 

 continue to raise awareness of development issues through our Religious Education, and 

charitable work for CAFOD and other organisations. 

 

Evaluation 

 

This policy will be evaluated on an annual basis. 

 

 

The teaching of Modern Languages 

 

Context 
The teaching of Modern Languages should be seen within the context of the ‘Purpose of study’ as 

stated in the Department of Education Modern Languages Programme of Study, 2013; ‘Learning a 

foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures’ and the 

above paragraphs which outline the schools’ aim to promote peace and tolerance and to bring the 

wider world into the St Paul’s classroom. 

 

Rationale 
Primary aged children find great enjoyment in learning foreign languages; they are naturally open to 

new sounds and are not inhibited at trying new things out.  They are enthusiastic about taking an active 

role in language lessons.  Therefore our aim is to tap into this enthusiasm and promote a love of 

language learning for life. 

Children spend much of their time in language lessons listening, speaking and interacting.  They learn to 

listen.  Language learning then underpins and hones their skills in speaking and listening for Literacy. 

Language lessons provide a new and challenging context in which children can reinforce skills from the 

rest of the curriculum, for example, numeracy, literacy, geography, ICT and music. 

Plymouth is now becoming a more diverse city in terms of languages and citizens from around the 

world; it is now even more important to teach our children foreign languages to enable them to 

understand the complexities of other languages and cultures and to make contact with people in and 

from other countries.   

Although we cannot hope to teach every language they may come into contact with, our aim is to 

provide them with the language learning skills and (enthusiasm) that they will need for study at Key 

Stage 3 and later in life. 

 

 

 Aims  

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources  

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 

what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually 

improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation  



 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt  

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

(Department of Education Modern Languages Programme of Study, 2013) 

 

 

Curriculum Management 

 

The school is lucky to employ a Specialist Modern Foreign Languages teacher (0.2) who is the subject 

Leader and International Co-ordinator and delivers PML to all four KS2 classes during PPA time for one 

half hour per week each.  Class teachers should use “parcels” of language during the week which 

reinforce what is taught by the specialist. 

In KS2, the specialist teacher uses the Catherine Cheater French scheme of work in order to maintain 

progression across the Key Stage. In line with the school’s new cross-curricular thematic approach to 

planning, several ‘themes’ have been taken up and have added to the overall Scheme of Work.  These 

include a significant emphasis on spoken language about myself in line with the ‘Knowing Me, Knowing 

You’ theme in all four Year groups.  Other cross-curricular thematic topics are being developed this year 

by the Subject leader where appropriate whilst being mindful of the need to show language progression.  

These will be evaluated during the summer term 2015.  

Dictionary skills are an important skill which are gradually built into years 5-6.  Pupils have the opportunity 

to correspond with partners in our French partner school in France and we have the possibility to email 

and videoconference via Skype.  The curriculum is geared towards language necessary for a visit to 

France with school or family.   

 

Assessment and pupil progress 

 

There is no requirement for assessment at KS2 under the 2014 Languages programme of study.  However, 

progress is monitored using the internationally recognised ‘Languages Ladder’ published by the DCSF in 

2007.  I f evidence is recorded by the teacher of any of the ‘can do’ statements, then the appropriate 

statement is highlighted on the child’s personal Languages Ladder (stuck on the inside front cover of their 

book).  A copy of each of these informs planning for a balance of skills and to monitor progress.  An 

attempt is made at the end of each lesson to gain pupil feedback with a quick “Ça va? and thumbs-

up. Pupils appreciate immediate “très bien” praise in lessons and stickers as a reward for participation or 

good spoken language. 

 

Inclusion 

 

The National Framework for Languages states that every child has an entitlement to learn a foreign 

language at KS2.  Languages are offered to all pupils at St Pauls regardless of their ability.  Due to the 

often very physical, visual and musical nature of the lessons, it is often very accessible to pupils with 

learning difficulties.  However, timetable constraints may mean that some pupils have to pursue other 

learning objectives during PML lessons.  We would therefore aim for all pupils to have some experience 

of language learning before Secondary school. 

 

Resources 

 

The Catherine Cheater Scheme of work and supporting materials are on the network.  There is a wide 

range of other materials, including dictionaries, DVDs, CDs, reading books in the Languages cupboard 

situated opposite the year 4 classroom.  There are selected reading books on the shelves in most 

classrooms for pupils to self-access. 

 

Monitoring 

 

Following an annual scrutiny of pupils work and pupil interviews, recommendations will be made to the 

Headteacher. 

 

 

This policy should also be seen in accordance with the school’s other policies. 
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