
 

 

 

 

  
Dear parents, carers and children of Year 5,  

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to Year 5. I really hope you 
have had a fantastic summer holiday and are returning back to school refreshed and ready for 
the new term. In this newsletter I will give you a brief overview of what we will be covering 
this term.  

Religious Education: The first unit we will be studying is titled ‘Creation‛. This unit is designed                
to explore how we become co-creators. The starting point for this exploration is the two               
creation stories in Genesis. This then requires understanding of what it means to be the People                
of God as expressed by St Paul and of the teachings expressed in the Beatitudes. This will help                  
teachers to reflect with the children on their own God-given talents and living their lives in                
response to the teaching of Christ.  
The second unit we will be studying is titled ‘Sacraments‛. This unit explores in greater depth                
the Sacraments of Holy Orders and Matrimony. Pupils should gain an understanding of the              
symbolism associated with the two sacraments. 
The third unit we will be studying is titled ‘Prayers, Saints and Feasts‛. This unit will help                 
children understand that the work of Jesus is continued through us. 
On the lead up to Christmas, we will be focusing on Advent and how this deepens the                 
understanding of what God promised when he promised to send his Son. This will follow through                
to look at Christmas and the difficulties encountered by the Holy Family as a result of the                 
Birth of Jesus. 
This term there will be a multi faith element that compares and contrasts Christianity to               
Islam.  

English: In the first term, we will be linking our English to our theme of the Greeks. We will                   
begin with a fiction unit, looking at Theseus and the Minotaur, a Greek myth. This will be                 
followed by creating a newspaper report using our knowledge of the Greeks. In the second               
term, we will be looking at creating a travel brochure linked to our theme of Europe and a set                   
of instructions. We will also be having discrete spelling, punctuation and grammar lessons to              
develop these important skills. Your child will be part of a guided reading group each week.  

It is important that you continue to read with your child at home as often as possible to                  
encourage both the fluency of reading but also the understanding of what they have read.  

Mathematics: At the beginning of this term we will be focussing on number. This involves               
looking at the four operations - addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We will be              
developing both written and mental strategies for the four operations. Further on in the term,               
we will be focussing on place value. This will involve looking at reading, writing, comparing and                
ordering numbers up to 1,000,000. We will be working with negative numbers and counting              



forwards and backwards in negative numbers. Also we will be looking at rounding numbers,              
counting forwards and backwards to multiples of ten and the value of Roman numerals.              
Throughout the term the children will be completing one-a-day, which involves the children             
answering an addition, subtraction, multiplication and division each morning to continue to            
embedded the written methods.  

Children will be introduced to Times Tables Rock Stars during the morning session, it is a                
carefully sequenced programme of exciting daily times tables practice. Each week concentrates            
on a different times table, with a recommended consolidation week for rehearsing the tables              
that have recently practiced every third week or so. It is crucial that your child also accesses                 
this programme at home to develop their times table knowledge. Your child can log on on by                 
visiting www.ttrockstars.com username is firstname and surname intial all lowercase eg Joe            
Bloggs = joeb and their password is year5. Once logged on your child can create their own                 
avatar and compete against others in numerous competitions. Will they make Rock God status? 

Theme: In the first term, we will be focusing on the Ancient Greeks. We will be looking at the                   
Ancient Greek Olympics, Greek number system and comparing it to our number system, Greek              
Gods, Greek law, life as a child in Ancient Greece and Greek pottery, the children will be                 
creating their own clay pot. We will be linking our science unit of the eye into our learning                  
about Greek myths. We will be looking at programming and linking this to the Greeks. The                
children will be creating a Greek themed game.  

In the second term, we will be learning all about Europe - especially France, Spain and the                 
United Kingdom. We will be looking at Brest in France which is Plymouth‛s twinned town, the art                 
of bread making, Spanish fiestas, a debate about bullfighting, Spain‛s traditional dish of paella,              
Spanish carnivals, UK traditions, music and dance.  

PE: On a Thursday afternoon, we will have an Argyle coach in to teach PE. PE will also be taught                    
on a Wednesday. Please remember your PE kit - t-shirt, shorts and PE shoes.  

This term the children will be taking part in swimming lessons at Plymouth Life Centre. You will                 
receive more information closer to the time.  

Modern Foreign Languages: On a Thursday afternoon, Mrs Lewis will be teaching French. We              
will take part in longer spoken dialogues and learn how to write interesting sentences. We will                
share our work with our partner school abroad.  

Home Learning – This will be set for the term. Your child will complete four Mathematical                
questions (one +, -, x, ÷) and an ‘English/Theme‛ task each week. Home Learning is due in every                  
Friday. Your child will be provided with a home learning book for them to complete their home                 
learning in. Please encourage your child to use a pencil and ensure that their work is presented                 
neatly. 

I hope we have a great first term and I really look forward to working with you all.  

  
  
    M. Hill  

http://www.ttrockstars.com/

