
 

Dear parents, carers and children of Year 5,  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the cards and presents that I received 
for Christmas. I hope you all had a lovely Christmas break relaxing and spending time with 
family and friends.  In this newsletter I will give you a brief overview of what we will be 
covering this term.  

Religious Education: At the beginning of the term we continue to look at the Christmas unit                
which focuses on the difficulties encountered by the Holy Family as a result of the Birth of                 
Jesus. 
The next unit is titled ‘Revelation’, this unit considers the recognition of God’s revelation of               
Himself in Jesus, by John the Baptist. By studying certain parables this can assist with our                
understanding of the Kingdom of God and helps deepen understanding of how the divine              
revelation is communicated and passed on. Jesus, through his parables, teaches us to recognise              
God’s Kingdom. There will be a multi-faith element where the stories of Guru Nanak are               
covered and there is an opportunity to reflect on his teachings. 
The third unit is titled ‘Lent’, this unit revises and builds on the work done in year 4 on Lent                    
but provides an opportunity for children to deepen their knowledge and understanding on how              
we can prepare for Easter.  
The last unit is titled ‘Holy Week’, this unit considers how the story of Christ driving the                 
traders out of the temple contributed to the events of Holy Week and what it tells us about                  
Jesus.  

English: We will begin the term by focussing on how to write a fictional story using the                 
example story ‘How the elephant got its trunk’. The children will then be writing their own                
fictional story about how an animal gained one of its iconic features. We will then be looking at                  
writing a persuasive letter. This links with our PSHE and Fundamental British Values learning.              
The children will be writing a letter linked to our theme of Architects. We will also be having                  
discrete spelling, punctuation and grammar lessons to develop these important skills. Your child             
will be part of a guided reading group each week. It is important that you continue to read with                   
your child as often as possible to encourage both the fluency of reading but also the                
understanding of what they have read.  

Also please remember to keep looking out on Pobble for the children’s writing. They really               
enjoy having their writing published and looking for comments and likes from both parents,              
carers and other pupils.  

Mathematics: At the beginning of this term we will be focussing on shape, this will involve                
looking at 2D and 3D shapes and their properties and learning about angles. Then we will be                 



looking at measure, this will involve perimeter, area, volume and capacity. We will then begin to                
look at fractions, this will involve comparing and ordering fractions, finding equivalent            
fractions, read and write decimals as fractions, write percentages as fractions and convert             
fractions into decimals and percentages. Throughout the term the children will be continuing to              
answer an addition, subtraction, multiplication and division each to continue to embedded the             
written methods.  

Children will be introduced to Times Tables Rock Stars during the morning session, it is a                
carefully sequenced programme of exciting daily times tables practice. Each week concentrates            
on a different times table, with a recommended consolidation week for rehearsing the tables              
that have recently practiced every third week or so. It is crucial that your child also accesses                 
this programme at home to develop their times table knowledge. Your child can log on on by                 
visiting www.ttrockstars.com username is firstname and surname intial all lowercase eg Joe            
Bloggs = joeb and their password is year5. Once logged on your child can create their own                 
avatar and compete against others in numerous competitions. Will they make Rock God status? 

Theme: In the first term, we will be focusing on the 6 main religions in the world (Christianity,                  
Judaism, Sikhism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Islam). This links to our Fundamental British Values             
where we need to respect other beliefs and understand that although we are all different we                
are still special. We will be looking at different places of worship, the different ways that                
people pray, the different leaders of religions and the religious festivals that are celebrated.  

In the second term, we will be focusing on the theme of Architects. We will be looking at                  
famous Architects and what they created. This will give us an opportunity to be Architects               
ourselves by designing, making and evaluating a structure.  

Throughout our theme lessons we will be using our computing skills, art skills and geographical               
skills.  

PE: On a Thursday afternoon, we will have an Argyle coach in to teach PE. PE will also be taught                    
on a Wednesday focusing on the different fundamental skills needed for sports games. Please              
remember your PE kit - t-shirt, shorts and PE shoes.  

Modern Foreign Languages: On a Thursday afternoon, Mrs Lewis will be teaching French. We              
will take part in longer spoken dialogues and learn how to write interesting sentences. We will                
share our work with our partner school abroad.  

Home Learning – This will be set for the term. Your child needs to answer four mathematical                 
questions (one +, -, x, ÷) and an ‘English/Theme’ task each week. Home Learning is due in every                  
Thursday. A home learning book with be provided for your child to complete their home               
learning in.  
 
Please remind your child to wear a coat to school as the temperature has dropped. Also a                 
reminder to provide your child with a healthy snack for break time. These could be fruit or                 
vegetables. If you are unsure on items for a healthy snack please speak to myself or any other                  
member of staff.  

I hope we have a great second term and I thank you for your continued support. 
 
 
M. Hill  

http://www.ttrockstars.com/

